
1 Current position

I’m a Full Professor in Computer Science at University of Calabria, Italy since December
30th 2018. I’ve been also conferred the Italian National Abilitation title for covering the
position of Full Professor in the “Information Processing Systems” discipline in the Italian
academy (valid up to March 2024).

2 Short Résumé

– Journal Papers and editorial activities. I’ve published more than 20 articles
on international journals, including Artificial Intelligence [22, 16], ACM Transactions
on Computational Logic [21, 14], Theory and Practice of Logic Programming [6, 5,
7, 10, 11], IEEE Transactions on Computational Intelligence and AI in Games [9],
Theoretical Computer Science [20], Computer Languages [24], Journal of Logic and
Computation [15], AI Communications [23, 19, 13], Annals of Mathematics and Ar-
tificial Intelligence [18, 17]. I was co-editor of the 13th Reasoning Web Summer
School Tutorial Lectures [2], of the LPNMR 2015 Proceedings [3], and of JELIA 2002
Proceedings [4].

– Conference Papers. I’ve published at international venues like IJCAI, AAAI,
PODS, SIGMOD, ICLP, ISWC, ESWC, LPAR, WWW, LPNMR.

– Awards. My conference paper presented at ICLP 2008 [50] won the Test of Time
Award 2018. My journal paper on Artificial Intelligence [16] won the Prominent Paper
Award 2013 and the KR 2022 Test of Time Award. Best paper at PAI 2013 [87]. Best
paper, selected for presentation at IJCAI 2011, at LPNMR 2011 [39]. Best paper
award at ESWC 2006 [63]. Best implementation paper at ASP03 [75]. In the Italian
Research Quality Evaluation (publishing window 2011-2014) my two submitted papers
were ranked “1” (top-class). In the Italian Research Quality Evaluation (publishing
window 2004-2010) all my three submitted papers were ranked “A” (top-class). My
submitted publication in the Italian Research Quality Evaluation (publishing window
2001-2003) was ranked “excellent” (top-class) [22].

– Bibliometric Impact (August 2022 data)1. My h-index on the Scopus Databa-se
is 19 (with 1955 citations); my h-index on Google Scholar is 30 (with 3880 citations);

– Organizational Activities. I’ve been Director of the Laboratory for Artificial
Intelligence Applications (LAIA) at University of Calabria from 2012 to 2015. I was
co-chair of the 13-th Reasoning Web Summer School in 2017. I was co-chair of the pro-
gram committee of LPNMR 2015. I was co-chair of the third and fourth Answer Set
Programming Competition (2011,2013), and member of the ASP-Core-2 Standardiza-
tion Working Group. I was local organizing co-chair of JELIA 2002 and LPNMR 2005.
I was track chair at at ICLP 2019, ESWC 2012 and at RuleML 2011. I was Senior
Program Committee Member at IJCAI 2016. I was member of several international

1As I’m fully aware of the intrinsic limits of evaluating the quality of a scientist using bibliometric tools,
these data are given for informative purposes only.



conferences committee, such as IJCAI, AAAI, ECAI, KR, ISWC, ESWC, LPNMR,
NMR.

– Institutional Activities. From February 2014 to May 2017, I’ve been Rectoral
Delegate to the Campus Networking Services, and member of the University ICT
Center Technical Scientific Committee. In this role I was in charge of steering and
managing the campus security policy, and the network maintainance and evolution.
Since March 2017, I was President of the University ICT Center Technical Scientific
Committee for the three year term 2017-2019, and from May 2017 to May 2019, I
was Rectoral Delegate for relationships with the CINECA Consortium (CINECA is
the italian university consortium which develops nation-wide adopted software for
Universities). The University of Calabria ICT Center is the Campus structure, with
about 30 employees, which is in charge of steering and implementing all what concerns
digital policies and which drives the transition to digital instruments in the campus.
From April 2018 to May 2019, I was member of the CINECA Assembly Coordination
Board, a selected committee instructing CINECA plenary assembly decisions.

– Research Interests. My core research interests fit in the Knowledge Representation
area. I’ve been particularly interested in Answer Set Programming, Hybrid knowl-
edge representation paradigms, Semantic Web and related technologies. In the wider
picture of the stream reasoning field, I’ve been recently interested in Artificial Intel-
ligence for videogames, particularly focussing on the challenging idea of embedding
reasoning modules in real-time videogames. Our artificial player participating in the
Angry Birds AI Competition [9] is one of the outcomes of this line of research, the
other being our ThinkEngine plugin for Unity [27]. I worked in the past on com-
putational complexity, data mining and machine learning techniques, and did some
work on e-learning and information extraction from bibliometric sources. I personally
maintain the bibliometric tool called Scholar H-Index Calculator [35, 98].

– Highlights of research projects and technological transfer activities. I’m
currently scientific responsible of three infrastructural projects funded, for a grand
total of about 6 MEUR, under the 2014-2020 FESR/FSE program and respectively
regarding the deployment of a new Tier-3 university data center, the deployment of a
campus-wide wireless coverage, and the deployment of a new cloud infrastructure for
University of Calabria. From 2012 to 2015, I’ve been director and scientific responsible
of the Laboratory for Applications of Artificial Intelligence funded under the SILA
project (FESR/FSE 2007-2013). I’m collaborator of the university spin-off company
DLVSystem s.r.l., which develops the DLV answer set solver. I also participate in
the development of the dlvhex system since its inception during the “Answer Set
Programming for the Semantic Web” project conducted at the Technical University
of Vienna (funded by Austrian Science Funds (FWF) under project number P17212),
and in the context of further projects in which I’ve been research unit lead. I was
project manager of the EU project INFOMIX (FP5-IST-2001-33570).

– Teaching activities. I teach the courses of “Foundations of Computer Networks
and Security” and “Operating Systems” and “Network Security” in the Bachelor and



M.Sc. curricula in Computer Science at University of Calabria. I’ve been teacher and
tutor in several divulgative events about Answer Set Programming, like the Autumn
School on Logic Programming (2019), the Reasoning Web Summer School (2006, 2008
and 2009), or the ASP tutorials at ESWC 2006 and ISTC 2007.

– Student supervision. I’ve supervised so far more than one hundred Bachelor and
Master theses for the curriculum in Computer Science at University of Calabria.
I’ve supervised several Ph.D. fellows: Dr. Alessandra Martello, with a dissertation on
“Towards grounding Semantic Web to Answer Set Programming”, 2010; Dr. Marco
Marano, with a dissertation on “Heterogenous Knowledge Representation formalisms
in the Semantic Web”, 2011; Dr. Stefano Germano, with a dissertation on “Logic
programming in non-conventional environments”, 2017; Denise Angilica, “Tight inte-
gration of Artificial Intelligence in Game Development Tools”, 2020; and Francesco
Pacenza, with a dissertation on “Reasoning in Highly Reactive Environments”, 2021.

– Fellowships. I was Visiting Researcher at the Technical University of Vienna from
2004 to 2006. In 2006, I taught the “Selected Topics in AI” course at the same
institution.
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